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language, threw open a window and cried out that
Zola's letter was *c the greatest revolutionary deed
of the century."1 It was at length voted that the
party would sustain the movement for revision.

Zola's trial began in Paris on February 6 and
continued, with national uproar* for seventeen days*
His publicized counsel were Fernand Labori and
Albert Clemenceau ;   Leon Blum, as a volunteer
of the legal staff, bestirred himself without fame in
the wings,2    An important episode was the first
public mention of a third bit of evidence supplied
by the resourceful Colonel Henry and nicknamed
the coup de massue> or ** knock-down blow.**    Zola
was found guilty, with a sentence of a year in
prison and a fine of 3000 francs.   This judgment,
appealed to the Cour de Cassation, was reversed
on a technicality, and the suit was remanded to the
Assize Court at Versailles.   Fearing a second con-
demnation, which was duly pronounced on July 18,
the  novelist,   advised   by   his   attorneys,   fled   to
England, where he remained nearly a year.    He
lived to see the pardon of Dreyfus, but not his final
exoneration*    On the morning of September 29*
1902* the heroic weaver of tales was found dead in
his Paris house, having been asphyxiated by gases
from a defective flue*    He had just completed a
novel, Virtu* which was built around incidents of
the Dreyfus case*

1 Jean JaurAs, Gon/inwt sur Its dtux mfthodes, at Lille, 01*
November a6, 1900.

* Alexandra Z<iva&, in Lit Jfwwlfa lAttframs* June 6,
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